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Bayard Rustin Elementary School PTA Membership Meeting

February 3, 2022
Via Zoom Teleconference

I. Attendance

Indicates this person voted on approval of last meeting minutes.

II. Call to Order/Welcome – PTA President, Jennifer Strohm
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a. Called to order at 6:32pm

III. Officers Reports

a. Secretary’s Report–Julia Elam
i. Julia Elam read a summary of the minutes from the last meeting

on November 3, 2021.
ii. Ruth Steinmetz made a motion to approve the minutes and Chau

Nguyen seconded the motion. 17 members approved.

b. President’s Report and Updates- Jennifer Strohm
i. PTA Directories are in.
ii. Events such as Family Fun Nights and Dine Outs were successful.

The in-school Lunar New Year event for students was very
successful.

iii. Black History Month was recognized, and libraries have a number of
resources to celebrate.

iv. Upcoming Events were reviewed.

c. Treasurer Report- Ronna Popkin
i. Ronna provided the Treasurer Report.

d. Advocacy, Ansalan Stewart
i. The Advocacy Committee’s charge is to develop an advocacy plan in

support of all BRES students achieving success. It agreed the
overcrowding issue was the most urgent issue and is currently in the
information gathering phase. It found since opening the student
enrollment has outstripped projections. BRES has a population of 768
students at a school built for 740 students.
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ii. The Committee will create a plan and circulate it to PTA members and
then submit to the PTA Board for approval and then bring everyone
together to implement the program. To participate in the Advocacy
Committee, please email Advocacy@brespta.org 

e. Principal’s Update- Kathryn West
i. Mrs. West gave an update on enrollment. There was an increase of

74 students between 8/30/21 to 2/3/22. There are 8 students in
MCPS Virtual Academy. She also gave an update on staffing. Recent
allocations include 2 FTE teachers, 1 FTE ESOL staff, and .5 FTE for
School Counseling. She also discussed lowering class sizes.

ii. Mrs. West also discussed Covid protections at school.

IV. Summer Camps and Activities

a. Amanda DeFilippo, Manager of Countywide Programs, presented on
summer programs through Montgomery County Recreation.
i. They offer summer fun centers, outdoor adventures,  sports camps,

special interests, and therapeutic recreation activities. Camp
registration begins on February 22. Registration for spring classes
begins on February 14.

ii. Visit mocorec.com for more details. Contact information: Amanda
DeFilippo, amanda.defilippo@montgomerycountymd.gov,
240-485-8871

b. Jennifer Cashen, Ice Skating Program Coordinator, presented on
Montgomer County Summer Camps.
i. Montgomery Parks at https://montgomeryparks.org/classes-camps/
ii. More details are at:

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/rec/howto/recassist.html
iii. Parents may contact Heather Bouslog for more information at

Heather.Bouslog@MontgomeryParks.org

c. Megan Frene, Recreation Programs Supervisor, City of Rockville presented
on summer camps.
i. Her contacted information is mfrene@rockvillemd.gov
ii. More information about camps can be found at  

www.rockvillemd.gov/registration and www.rockvillemd.gov/camps
The email address is  camps@rockvillemd.gov

V. Next Meeting

The next PTA Meeting will be held on March 1st and will feature discussion of
the Advocacy Work Plan.
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:09pm.
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