
November 2  Agenda

▪ PTA Business (6:30-7 p.m.)

▪ Welcome

▪ Approval of Minutes

▪ Events & News

▪ Membership Report

▪ Treasurer Report

▪ Advocacy Report

▪ Principal Report
▪ Digital Citizenship & Library Resources (7-7:30 p.m.)

▪ Ms. Tracy Jeffcott

▪ Adjourn (7:30 p.m.)

Bayard Rustin PTA Meeting
Join online and learn more about what’s coming up.

www.brespta.org
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Secretary Report

Julia Elam 
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Meeting Minutes 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oWxUO2IgjDgDPE9tfkEVZAcPdfOnkSPT/view?usp=sharing
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Halloween & Fall Fest @ BRES

● Virtual parade and Fall Festival 
● Thank you room parents for hosting in-class parties!
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Book Fair Update

Financial Report
● Goal: $15,000 sales 
● Actual:$19,002.95 in-person sales + $514 in online sales
● Translates into: $3,500 Scholastic dollars and $3,000 cash
● Additional $1,800 in donations and sales (pizza, spirit wear)
● Raised $175 to support students in need with new book purchases

How the Book Fair Supports Students
● The BRES PTA receives approx. 25% of the funds, which will go toward:

○ Purchasing books for upcoming reading night program 
○ PTA budget to support programs throughout the year

● Many teachers also received books from their “wish lists” to enhance 
classroom libraries- thank you!

● A HUGE thank you to all of our volunteers especially chair Paula Tully
● Thank you Mrs. West, Mrs. Goldberg, and Mrs. Jeffcott!
● We hope everyone is enjoying their new books!
● Save the date for spring- May 16-20, 2022
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Thank you 40+ volunteers!

Terri Bourbon
Mindy Chong
Louis Chang
Rasy Chhoeuy
Vikie Chiou
Cindy Chow
Katsumi Daniel
Stacy Field
Amanda Innes
Crystal Kelly
Cindy Kim
Christine Koh
Ellyn Lanier
Jackie Lin
Emily Lincoln
Lisa Liu

Patricia Louden
Sara Love
Tonia Luk
Jessica Lund
Uma Neelathi
Chau Nguyen
Tiffany Nguyen
Hannah Pak
Lida Parvin
Ronna Popkin
Clara Prather
Patricia Strohm
Reese Sandor
Erin Schechter
Annabelle Smith

Jennifer Strohm
Patricia Strohm
Saminda Wijegunawardena
Gabriela Wijegunawardena
Thanitha Wan
Patti Westenberg
John Wu
Sabrina Wu
Sarah Yeh
Weirong Zhu
Meng Sun



▪ Food Drive for Manna- November
▪ Imagination Stage Virtual In-school 

Field Trip for Fourth Grade*- Nov. 2
▪ Report Card Distribution- Nov. 12
▪ Teacher Conferences- mid-November 

(be sure to sign-up!)
▪ Thanksgiving- Nov. 25
▪ Dine Out Night @ Ledos*- Dec. 14
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Upcoming Events
www.brespta.org/calendar

*sponsored by BRES PTA
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PTA News

★ Winter/ Spring Events Planning
★ BRES Patrol New T-shirts
★ Spirit Wear Store Open Online

○ Fulfilled over 80 orders so far! 
Thank you!

Online Store Now Open!
brespta.org/store-1
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We Need YOU

Chair Positions- president@brespta.org
★ Wellness Activities Chair
★ Before & After School Activities Chair
★ Spiritwear Chair

Committee Positions
★ Programs Committee- programs@brespta.org

○ Winter Events
○ International Night
○ Spring Book Fair Family Night

★ Advocacy Committee- delegate@brespta.org
★ Wellness Committee- president@brespta.org



Food Drive for Manna Food 
Center
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● BRES will be holding a virtual food drive for 
Manna Food Center the entire month of 
November. 

● Manna Food Center was created by the 
community in 1983. Strives to eliminate hunger 
through food distribution, education and advocacy. 

● Each virtual food donor will receive an individual 
tax receipt sent to the email they submit. 

● The BRES custom marketplace link is:  
https://www.fooddriveonline.org/mannafood/Bayar
dRustinES (in Mrs. West’s Principal email)

Thank you for your support!

July 2020-June 2021



Membership Report

Mindy Chong
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Kids Do Better When Parents are Engaged in Their 
Learning

Who benefits from your PTA membership?

Our students and families:
BRES PTA provides support for our students and 
their families with enrichment resources, access to 
academic tools (Brain POP), fun playdates and family 
events, and much more. The PTA also advocates for 
all Bayard Rustin students.

Our teachers and staff:
BRES PTA provides direct support for our teachers 
and staff. Each can receive funding for classroom 
supplies, as well as training support, teacher 
appreciation events, and more.

Join today: brespta.org and click “Join The PTA”

Free printed 
directory for 
all members!



Membership Report
Mindy Chong, VP Membership membership@brespta.org
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2021-2022 Membership Updates

Members: 168 TOTAL: 69 Family, 59 individual, 40 staff
Previously- October: 147, September 124

Goals: 180 members (75 families, 75 individuals, 30 
teacher/staff) … which is about 35% of families and 
teachers/staff

Please join BRES PTA today if you haven’t already. Membership must be 
renewed annually.  Reach out if you would like to help with member 
recruitment or have any suggestions.



Treasurer Report

Ronna Popkin 
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Treasurer Report 
BRES PTA YTD Financial Snapshot (As of 10/31/2021)
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Treasurer Report 
BRES PTA YTD Financial Snapshot (As of 10/31/2021)



Advocacy Update

Calandra Moore
Chau Nguyen
 
Delegates
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Engagement Opportunities

★ BRES Representation requested in Committees
❖ Green Schools (including Shades)
❖ Curriculum 
❖ Special Education We Need You!

● MCCPTA 2021-2022 Advocacy Priorities finalized

● Advocacy includes: COVID Response and Recovery; Health  and Wellness; 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion; Bus/staff shortages, and others.

Please contact Delegate@brespta.org if interested.

mailto:Delegate@brespta.org
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Additional Engagement Opportunities

● Notice: Thursday, November 4, 2021, at 7 p.m. (ET) for Securing Our 
Children’s Health: A Virtual Town Hall About Kids and COVID-19
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Additional Engagement Opportunities
● MCCPTA Gifted Ed Committee (GEC) Community Presentation: ELA 

Enrichment in MCPS Elementary Schools: Understanding the Differences Between CES, ELC and 
Enrichment Guidance to Benchmark Advance 

The GEC invites all MCPS caregivers to join a discussion on the different English Language Arts (ELA) curricula 

MCPS uses for highly able learners in Elementary Schools.

★ Overview of the curriculum used in the Centers for Enriched Studies (CES), the Enriched Literacy Curriculum 

(ELC), and the Supplemental Enrichment Guidance to Benchmark Advance curriculum.

★ Compare and contrast the curricula, and discuss how you can partner with your child's school to meet your child’s 

needs.

When: Thursday Nov 11, 2021, 7-8:00p 

Register in advance:

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIvd--qrjMrEteReHRBMfbMkcf0QqHsda-G

Submit your questions here: https://forms.gle/1Mh4P841K8biUe2m6.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIvd--qrjMrEteReHRBMfbMkcf0QqHsda-G
https://forms.gle/1Mh4P841K8biUe2m6


Principal Update

Kathryn West, Acting BRES Principal
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Digital Citizenship & 
Library Resources

Ms. Tracy R Jeffcott, Media Specialist
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Bayard Rustin Elementary School 
Library Media Program

Tracy Jeffcott Media Specialist 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Our library is... 

Amazing, unique, peaceful, full of 
entertaining books, awesome, big, 
interesting, beyond awesome 
-- 4th grade CI 

Really fun, a place to get books, 
a place to learn, a place to get 
information, peaceful, cool, 
amazing, incredible 
-- Ms. Hendershot’s class  

Amazing, calming, cool, fun, 
organized, great place to do 
research 
--Mr. Gazda’s class 

Awesome, amazing, filled with 
books that teach us lessons, 
wonderful 
--Ms. Menter’s class 

Fun, cool, cozy, important, 
learning space, great because we 
all like going there, peaceful, 
important to me. 
--Mrs. Brown’s class 

The best place on earth, big, fun, 
calming helpful, awesome, cool, 
has the best books, amazing 
--Mrs. Cohen’s class  

The best, for all of us, great, 
wonderful, fun 
--Mrs. Perez’s class  

Fun, amazing, a place to read good 
books, a place to learn about 
internet safety, informative, big, 
imaginative -- Mrs Bell’s class 

A space to work learn and read, 
great, calm, fun, awesome, amazing 
-- Mrs. Glass’ class 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Lessons in the media center 
● K-5 two times a month  
● PEP once a month  

 
Lesson focus 

● Literature Appreciation  
● Research Process  
● Digital Citizenship  
● Coding 

 
Book Checkout 

● Always incorporated into class visits 
● Students use a hands free self-checkout model 
● Open checkout 

○ Available for 2-5 now 
○ K-1 in the coming months 

Our Program 

MP 1 
circulated 

8,325 
books 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nEpQshMgvvckBVNhO_4n3oMyFC36de3k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D3jPUUawoiTMn12NIIMshEKIk6zzNU87/view?usp=sharing
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Digital Citizenship at BRES 
A digital citizen is someone who is safe, responsible and respectful online.  

● Common Sense Media Curriculum 

● 3 lessons a year for students in K-5 

● Students in 3-5 had two lessons in November 

○ Media Balance and Well Being  

○ Digital Footprint and Identity 

● Students in K-1 will start in January 

https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-tips/k-5-media-balance-and-well-being
https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-tips/k-5-digital-footprint-and-identity
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BRES Virtual Library 

● Students can access the virtual library 

through the school course in myMCPS 

classroom.  

● The page includes ebooks, virtual 

makerspace activities, online resources, 

monthly choice boards, and our library 

catalog 

https://mcpsmd.instructure.com/courses/244455/pages/bres-media-center
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Time to explore 

MCPS Digital Citizenship 
Webpage 

2021-2022 Online Resources 

If you have questions 

Common Sense 
Media Resources 

Click on the image to explore one of the resources discussed this evening.  

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/digital-citizenship/index.html
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/digital-citizenship/index.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TJJmAyM9yyjGeFEmgWgqFfAqjpwUBxech9sphELmRJo/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/peKEBEcMF6a66HtT9
https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-resources
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Next PTA Meeting

Thursday, February 3
6:30 p.m.


